
 

 
        Page 1 of 2                                                APPROVED minutes 191219 

STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting held at Scarth Memorial Hall, Staindrop 

on Thursday 19 December 2019 at 7.15pm 
 

In attendance:  Cllr David Reed (Chair), Cllr Ed Chicken, Cllr Chris Allison, Cllr Tony Smith, Cllr Marion Rodham, 
   Cllr Elaine Oliver and Cllr Ian Royston 
Absent:   Cllr Roger Humphries  
Press:   None 
Clerk:   Judith Mashiter 
Public:   None 

1. Apologies and approval of absences 
As Cllr Humphries had submitted apologies due to a family commitment, it was resolved to approve his absence. 

2. Resignation of Darrel Chapman and appointment of Vice-Chairman 
It was resolved to note the resignation of Darrel Chapman, with effect from 5 December 2019, for health reasons, and to 
send a letter of thanks for his service. 
It was resolved to appoint Cllr Ian Royston as Vice-Chairman. Chair and Vice-Chair will remain as representatives to the 
County Durham Association of Local Councils’ Smaller Councils Forum. 

3. Declarations of interest 
None. 

4. Requests for dispensations 
No requests had been received. 

5. Minutes 
Draft Minutes had been circulated (191219-1).  
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 21 November 2019 are an accurate record.  

6. Governance 
Paper 191219-2 had been circulated. 
a. It was resolved that no revisions are necessary to the Health and Safety Policy. 
b. It was resolved that no revisions are necessary to the Honorary Freeman Scheme. 
c. With a minor amendment to read ‘in August and December’ in paragraph 1(a), it was resolved to adopt the Scheme 

of Delegation as drafted. 
d. It was resolved that no revisions are necessary to the Equality Policy. 

7. Public participation — No public were present. 

8. Planning matters 
There were no new applications to consider or planning decisions to note. 
Clerk reported contact from a resident enquiring whether planning permission had been given for a bakery business 
operating from North Green premises. Agreed that Clerk provide Durham County Council Enforcement Officer contact 
details to the resident.   

9. Update about ongoing progress of resolutions and actions 
Paper 191219-3, an action log last updated 12 December, had been circulated and was further updated as follows: 
• Litter bins — Jackie Donnelly of Durham County Council has confirmed that the Clean & Green team will be asked to 

place an order for the 29 bins in January. 
• Playground maintenance — The facilities management company which looks after the BT telephone exchange 

property will take remedial action and provide photographic evidence and then schedule regular maintenance visits. 

10. Correspondence 
Paper 191219-4, a list of correspondence received had been circulated and was noted. No requests were made for 
further information. 

11. Finance 
Paper 191219-5 had been circulated. 
a. It was resolved to receive a report of receipts and payments from 1 to 30 November 2019 and a bank reconciliation 

at 30 November 2019. 
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b. It was resolved to authorise payments due as listed, and a bank transfer of £1,000. 
c. It was resolved to note an application to #CelebrateNationalLottery25 for ‘Staindrop Community Planting for the 

Future’ event in October 2020. 
d. It was resolved to note a forthcoming change in bank interest rate. 
e. Clerk explained the basis on which a draft budget had been prepared. Clerk clarified that Parish Councils are not 

subject to any ‘capping’ of precept increase, although constraint is expected, and any large increase would need 
justification in terms of it funding a new or extended service or amenity. Clerk reiterated external auditors’ guidance 
that general reserves should be kept between 25% and 100% of annual precept. It was resolved that the following 
revisions be incorporated into the draft budget: a budget of £1,300 be maintained for possible contribution to a 
defibrillator at Staindrop Primary School and a donation of £40 to Royal British Legion be planned for November 
2020 poppy wreath; and that when the above revisions are made, reserves levels for the end of 2020/21 be adjusted 
such that the precept increase is less than 4%. 

Agreed that Clerk should ascertain the status of fundraising for the primary school defibrillator 

12. Village Greens and Environmental issues 
a. Seats — It was resolved that, further to the agreement that two new seats be requested from Durham County 

Council (one on South Green, facing the road, at the cross-over/diagonal paths, and one near the bin on South 
Green just west of The Shambles/Laurels) a request also be made for a new seat on South Green opposite 
Ruddock’s Wynd entrance, with a stone flagged base, facing north, the preferred style for all three seats to be in 
keeping with the Conservation Area status, in composite, dark brown material and bench style, with no arms.  

b. Rats — Several residents have recently mentioned seeing rats in the village. It was resolved that Clerk contact 
Environmental Health/Pest Control departments of Durham County Council for advice/information leaflets which 
could be distributed to residents. 

c. Other village green or environmental matters  — no matters were raised.  

13. Playground issues 
a. Cllr Allison reported that there were no concerns following his recent visual inspections.  
b. Other playground issues: — no matters were raised.  

14. Councillors’ reports 
a. Reports from representatives to outside bodies, or from events  

• Cllr Reed and Clerk had attended training on responding to planning applications. Cllr Reed reported that the 
session was very helpful and recommended councillors look through the presentation slides which Clerk will 
circulate. 

• Cllr Chicken announced that a First Aid course for those looking after children will run, free of charge, in Scarth 
Hall in January 

• Cllr Chicken announced that a Durham County Council-organised Walking for Health scheme will start in the 
village in the Spring, aimed at those people currently not active.  

b. Reports from County Councillors — No County Councillors were present. 

15. Confidential business 
There was no confidential business to discuss.  

 
Meeting closed: 8.05pm 
 


