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 STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting held at Scarth Memorial Hall, Staindrop 

on Thursday 20 February 2020 at 7.15pm 
 

In attendance:  Cllr Ian Royston (Vice-Chair, Chair of this meeting), Cllr Ed Chicken, Cllr Chris Allison,                  
   Cllr Roger Humphries, Cllr Elaine Oliver, Cllr Marion Rodham and (from item 4) Cllr Dilys Caygill 
Absent:   Cllr David Reed 
Press:   Martin Paul from the Teesdale Mercury 
Clerk:   Judith Mashiter 
Guest:   Mr S Caygill representing Raby Castle Cricket Club 
Public:   Mrs D Caygill (to item 4) 

1. Apologies and approval of absences 
As Cllr Reed had submitted apologies due to a family bereavement it was resolved to approve his absence. 

2. Declarations of interest — None. 

3. Requests for dispensations — No requests had been received. 

4. Co-option to fill casual vacancy 
Following assessment against a framework of criteria it was resolved to co-opt Dilys Caygill as councillor. Cllr Caygill duly 
signed an Acceptance of Office declaration.  

5. Minutes 
Draft Minutes had been circulated (200220-1).  
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 16 January 2020 are an accurate record.  

6. Governance 
Paper 200220-2 had been circulated. 
Clerk explained that the playground asset figures related only to the play equipment and not the (rented) land and that 
the figure had been adjusted from the 2018/19 asset register to account only for capital items. It was resolved to approve 
a revised format for the asset register and, with the addition of bollards purchased, to approve its contents. 

7. Insurance 
In anticipation of the Long Term Agreement with Came & Company ending on 31 March 2020, it was resolved to present 
the asset register to the company for a renewal quotation, and to obtain a competitive quotation from another insurer. 

8. Public participation 
No members of public present. 

9. Planning matters 
a. There were no new applications to consider  
b. It was resolved to note the decision of Durham County Council on application DM/19/01499/LB (SPAR) (approved).  

10. Update about ongoing progress of resolutions and actions 
Paper 200220-3, an action log last updated 13 February 2020, had been circulated and was further updated as follows: 
• Bollards — Cllr Rodham queried whether some of the bollards still in stock could be used on North Green (outside 

Ormuz House) and South Green near the Wheatsheaf. Agreed to defer a decision on this until any effect of the 
windscreen notices has been observed.  

• Litter bins — confirmation has been received that Durham County Council has now ordered the bins; advice of an 
installation date is awaited. 

• Slippery pavement — noted that the pavement had been cleared very quickly after reporting the issue. 

11. Correspondence 
Paper 200220-4, a list of correspondence received had been circulated and was noted. No requests were made for 
further information. 
(item 21) — Agreed not to pursue the Local Council Award Scheme as confident that the council operates lawfully and in 
line with best practice. 
(item 44) — Agreed that no councillor shall attend the Annual Governance and Accountability Return training. 
(late item) — Agreed to investigate the criteria for nominating a site for an electric vehicle charging point under the 
Scaling On Street Charging Infrastructure project. 

12. Finance 
Paper 200220-5 had been circulated. 
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a. It was resolved to receive a report of receipts and payments from 1 to 31 January 2020 and a bank reconciliation at 
31 January 2020. 

b. It was resolved to authorise payments due as listed. Agreed that payment of a recently received invoice from P N 
Wade for the installation of bollards be deferred to March meeting pending confirmation of the work completed. 

13. Contributions and support 
Paper 200220-6 had been circulated. 
a. Response to requests for financial support 

Raby Castle Cricket Club youth development programme 
Mr Caygill was invited to speak in support of a request for financial support for the 125-year old Raby Castle Cricket 
Club. He described the work to encourage children aged between 4 and 8 which had been successful and now 
those children needed to be further provided for. This season the Dynamos programme will start, with approx. 20 
young players. In addition to the sporting coach training, the club must have volunteers trained in child welfare, first 
aid, safeguarding etc. and the cost is significant, for example, £150 for a 2-day course. The club works closely with 
the county cricket association and with Staindrop Primary School. Pitch maintenance materials cost over £2k. As the 
Club is at Raby Castle there are restrictions on what fundraising is possible (eg. no bar or other catering) and so 
funds are raised through raffles and events. Councillors sought confirmation that there are no restrictions to 
participation in the activities. Mr Caygill and Cllr Caygill left the room. It was resolved to grant £500 to Raby Castle 
Cricket Club for its youth development programme, recognising the admirable outreach work which benefits local 
children and the village itself. Mr Caygill and Cllr Caygill returned to the room. 
St Mary’s Church 
It was resolved to grant £100 to St Mary’s Church towards the printing of colour leaflets to publicise and facilitate 
with the Open Gardens event planned for 28 June 2020, recognising that previous events have been successful in 
attracting many visitors to the village.  

b. Other donations 
It was resolved to grant £900 to Scarth Hall, £200 to Staindrop Carnival Committee and £50 to the Open Spaces 
Society. A possible grant to Staindrop Christmas Lights will be considered once the need is known. 

14. Grass cutting contract 
Paper 200220-7 had been circulated. 
It was resolved to approve the tender specification, documentation and timetable for inviting and evaluating tenders for a 
grass cutting contract for the village green and playground as presented, also issuing the invitation direct to CE & CM 
Walker Ltd, CA Stamp and SE Landscaping.  

15. Lighting columns 
A response from Durham County Council (21 January) to the Parish Council’s communication was read out. Whilst 
councillors appreciate that work is to recommence on the replacement scheme week commencing 24 February, it was 
resolved to reiterate the Parish Council’s wish that all lighting columns along the A688 within the Staindrop Conservation 
Area are of a consistent ‘heritage’ style, copying the County Councillors into this request.  

16. Village Greens and Environmental issues 
a. Request for permission to use village green — It was resolved that permission be given to St Mary’s Church for 

the sale of goods from stalls on the village green as part of its fundraising Open Gardens events on Sunday 28 June.  
b. Ornamental drinking fountain restoration  — Grants now pledged for the restoration project are: Teesdale Action 

Partnership (through County Councillors Richardson and Rowlandson) £3,750, Raby Estates £3,750 and County 
Durham Community Foundation £2,500; with the remaining £1,250 to be funded through Parish Council reserves. It 
was resolved to approve the placement of the order for the works, for £10,740 with Stone Technical Services, once 
all the grant funding documentation allows this.  

c. Other village green or environmental issues  —  
i. Councillors were asked to consider possible ideas for what to place on the footings of the telephone box on 

North Green once it is eventually removed. 
ii. Councillors each took a supply of notices to place on windscreens of vehicles parked on village green. 
iii. Cllr Allison appealed for more Community Speedwatch volunteers and will liaise with Clerk for publicity on 

website and noticeboard. 

17. Playground issues 
a. Cllr Allison reported that there were no concerns following his recent visual inspections.  
b. Other playground issues: —Play Inspection Company (dated 17 February) received and Cllr Allison will study this. 

Overall risk rating is ‘low’, with all items of equipment rated either ‘low’ or ‘very low’ risk. 

18. Councillors’ reports 
a. Reports from representatives to outside bodies, or from events — none. 
b. Reports from County Councillors — no County Councillors were present. 

19. Confidential business 
There was no confidential business to discuss.  
Meeting closed: 8.32pm 
 


