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 STAINDROP PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting held at The Wheatsheaf (Pool Room), Staindrop DL2 3LD 

on Thursday 19 March 2020 at 7.15pm 
 

In attendance:  Cllr David Reed (Chair), Cllr Ian Royston, Cllr Ed Chicken, Cllr Chris Allison and                                     
   Cllr Marion Rodham 
Absent:   Cllr Roger Humphries, Cllr Elaine Oliver and Cllr Dilys Caygill 
Press:   Martin Paul from the Teesdale Mercury 
Clerk:   Judith Mashiter 
Public:   No members of public were present 

1. Apologies and approval of absences 
As Cllrs Humphries, Oliver and Caygill had submitted apologies due to Coronavirus self-isolation it was resolved to 
approve their absences. 

2. Declarations of interest — None. 

3. Requests for dispensations — No requests had been received. 

4. Minutes 
Draft Minutes had been circulated (190320-1).  
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 20 February 2020 are an accurate record.  

5. Public participation 
No members of public present. 

6. Planning matters 
a. There were no new applications to consider  
b. It was resolved to note the decision of Durham County Council on application DM/19/03367/FPA (71 Winston Road) 

(approved).  

7. Update about ongoing progress of resolutions and actions 
Paper 190320-2, an action log last updated 12 March 2020, had been circulated and was further updated as follows: 
• Bollards — All requested installations have now been carried out, and all purchased bollards have been used.  
• Litter bins — see agenda item 12(a). 
• Ornamental drinking fountain restoration project — Clerk reported that £2,500 has been received from County 

Durham Community Foundation, but that technical appraisal on the Teesdale Action Partnership grant is still in 
progress and so work cannot commence. Agreed Clerk chase this. 

• Primary School defibrillator — As there has been no response from the Primary School, agreed that Clerk contact 
the Academy’s PE teacher to explore whether a defibrillator on an external wall near the gym building would be 
useful and something the Parish Council could support.  

8. Finance 
Paper 190320-3 had been circulated. 
a. It was resolved to receive a report of receipts and payments from 1 to 29 February 2020 and a bank reconciliation at 

29 February 2020. 
b. It was resolved to authorise payments due as listed, with the amount paid to P N Wade revised to £550.00 to include 

the additional two bollards at Ladyclose. 
c. It was resolved to note that the application for #CelebrateNationalLottery25 was unsuccessful. 
d. Following discussion of two competitive quotations, it was resolved to buy annual insurance from BHIB Councils, on 

a three-year long-term agreement, with a premium of £469.38 for 2020/21 including a subscription to Parish Online. 

9. Correspondence 
Paper 190320-4, a list of correspondence received had been circulated and was noted. No requests were made for 
further information. 
(item 3) — Had been dealt with at the February meeting. 
(item 18) — Agreed that little could be done by the Parish Council to address the problem caused by irresponsible dog 
owners, but that the Clerk will request Durham County Council dog warden to assess the situation. 
Clerk asked for councillors’ view on whether they wish to be updated more frequently on correspondence, particularly 
that relating to Coronavirus/Covid-19. Agreed that current system continues, with a monthly correspondence list and any 
urgent or particularly pertinent items forwarded direct to all councillors.  

10. Contributions and support 
A request had been received from Staindrop Christmas Lights for Parish Council to consider making a contribution 
towards the costs of further ‘branch wrapping’. It was resolved to contribute £800 to Staindrop Christmas Lights, 



 

 
        Page 2 of 2                                                APPROVED minutes 190320 

recognising the hard work the volunteers do, the fact that the lights are widely considered to be best in the area, and the 
fact that fundraising will be prohibited in the current Coronavirus circumstances.  

11. Grass cutting contract 
Cllrs Reed, Allison, Rodham, Royston and Chicken had witnessed the opening of three tenders immediately prior to the 
meeting. Following evaluation on the basis of cost, experience and capability for similar work, it was resolved that CE & 
CM Walker Ltd be appointed contractor for the Staindrop Village Greens and Stangarth Lane Playground grass cutting 
contract for 2020 at £120+VAT per cut. 

12. Village Greens and Environmental issues 
a. Feedback on the recent installation of new litter bins — It was resolved that thanks be sent to Durham County 

Council for the installation of the new bins, which generally look very smart, but that the question be raised about 
why double-capacity bins have not been installed at Ruddock’s Wynd and outside the SPAR shop as requested, why 
the bins at the Coach Road and on Beckside have not been replaced and mention made that several bins have been 
installed on paving slabs which are not level. 

b. Other village green or environmental issues  —  
i. Speed indicator signs — Cllr Reed would like Parish Council to consider the installation of motion activated 

speed indicator(s) in the village, in response to many residents suggesting these are necessary. Cllrs Chicken 
and Royston were adamant that hard evidence of the effectiveness of such devices, beyond an initial ‘novelty’ 
period be provided prior to any investment. Agreed that Clerk investigate the background and place on a future 
agenda, perhaps also with police representation. 

ii. Temporary replacement for Community Café — whilst the Scarth Hall is closed due to Coronavirus guidance, 
Cllr Chicken queried whether an event on the green might be arranged, with suitable social distancing, using 
chairs from Scarth Hall and with residents bringing their own flask and picnic, to combat social isolation. 
Councillors agreed that this should be explored, and might attract young parents with babies and would not 
offer the same service as the teashop.  

13. Playground issues 
a. Cllr Allison reported that there were no concerns following his recent visual inspections and that he has replaced two 

fence slats which were broken.  
b. Other playground issues: — none. 

14. Annual Parish Meeting arrangements 
Although fully cognisant that changing circumstances and/or legislation might require arrangements to change, it was 
resolved to set the date for the Annual Parish Meeting as Thursday 28 May.  

15. Councillors’ reports 
a. Reports from representatives to outside bodies, or from events 

Cllr Reed had attended the Teesdale Residents and Travellers Forum and reported that arrangements for the annual 
Appleby Horse Fair are very similar to those put in place last year.  

b. Reports from County Councillors — no County Councillors were present. 

16. Confidential business 
There was no confidential business to discuss.  
Meeting closed: 8.08pm 
 


